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New Farm Steps in Snap15  

• Farm Screen 

• Import Soil Tests 

• To get field names in the database 

• Open SnapMaps 

• Link field names to spatial map data and download into SnapMaps and import into 
database to automatically fill out the Field Page 

• Finish Field Page 

• Below Field Slope to Water & Distance to Perennial Water 

 





• Do not have to use this page/SnapMaps.  

• Does not automatically connect to internet – you have to force it to upload and download 

(buttons 1 and 3).  

• Notice “Field Borders” is empty.  

• This is a preview page similar to soil test import (note the “Import to SnapPlus” button).  

 



1. Upload (will be green) after click, will say “Upload Complete” and will no longer be green. 

2.Open the website. 

3. Draw field boundaries and add features (e.g. wells) in the website. 

4. Once done drawing and linking field shapefiles/polygons with the field names from the database, then click 3. 

Download (which will be green) to pull the field’s spatial information into the SnapMaps screen (remember: only a 

preview at this point, not being used in the database until you import it). 

5. Choose the data you want to import into the SnapPlus database (Field screen) and click “Import to SnapPlus”. 

6. Complete Field Screen and continue onto the rest of  the Snap screens to finish the plan (Nutrients, Cropping). 





Note: When first add field 

boundary it will be yellow 

and you can edit it before 

accepting it. Faster if  you 

switch tools less. 



When Editing a Field boundary, click where there is a point to 

delete it or click and drag to add a point. 

 

Use Edit Feature > “Split a Field” to split strips apart (draw first 

shapefile around entire field boundary then split as needed). 

 

Use Edit Features > “Edit a Field” to change a field name 

 

Can’t have more than one shapefile per field as of  right now 

 

Can’t have “donuts” in fields.  

 

Can import field boundaries from Interactive maps, handheld GPS 

or FarmWorks/SST. 



More Tips & Tricks 

• Once done drawing field boundaries in SnapMaps, Export to save a backup. 

• If  field boundaries suddenly disappear or revert to old names, click Refresh 

(recommend clicking Download in SnapPlus first) 

• “Create PDF of  Map” > Firefox will ask to allow pop-ups.  



Website does not hold and store information – all point info is saved inside SnapPlus; so 

maps can be shared by sharing the database and you do not have to worry about the 

website being fickle or losing data.  

Hovering over “differences” will show what’s currently entered on the Field page.  



 







Exporting Shapefiles from SnapMaps 

• Export Field Shapefiles (polygons) 

separate from Point (well) shapefiles 

• Exports as a zipped folder onto your 

computer 



Export from Interactive, Import to SnapMaps 

• Inside the Interactive maps: Markup > Extract Markup (not visible until you have 
drawings). First: delete text or if  only a few wells, plan to re-draw those 

 

 

 

• These will download onto your computer (no need to unzip/extract before 
importing into SnapMaps) 

• Inside SnapMaps website: “Drawing Tools” > “Import a Field Shapefile” and 
“Import a Point Shapefile”  

• Text will export from Interactives as points (field names/text is lost) 

 

 



Import to SnapMaps Website 

• Drawing Tools > Import a Field Shapefile 

• Ignore checkboxs if  from Interactive maps 



https://www.youtube.com/user/SnapPlusUW 

https://www.youtube.com/user/SnapPlusUW


Future of  the Maps 

• GeoPDF’s: Will be completely taken down within a few months.  

• Interactives 

• Will always be available, even with SnapMaps 

• We are in the process of  converting to HTML5 now (Firefox was working) 

• May lose .gvsp functionality; export all shapefiles so they can be re-imported (or start using 
SnapMaps) 

• Server open and at capacity, may need to start requiring a password/capcha 

• SnapMaps: 1st phase, only going to improve from here (cropping page info from 
database up onto maps??) 

 

 

 



Cut NM Update Time in Half! 

• Session goal:  Reduce common errors and mistakes made in WPDES farm Nutrient Management Plans (NMP), improve communication between plan writers, 
manure haulers and permit holders and WDNR; also make large farm owners aware of  other state regulations issues that may affect their facility operations. 

• So much faster to use daily log or even to enter manually.  

• Dups whatever just put in.  

• Use rotation wizard to get rid of  dummy fert rates. And use to update crops but more difficult – so uses sparingly. Definitely uses a lot when starts new farm.  

• Adds manure to new farm through rotation wizard.  

• Decides a rate for corn, etc.  

• Sorts by low and high n rate; group by soil test p (high rate vs. low rate) so half rate of manure on 100ppm and above 

• Cut time in half.  

• 1. Grouping!! With allocating manure – group by n rate and soil test P; especially when have lots of variability. This will be more important with new n rate changes too.  

• 2. Daily log 

• 3. being more used to rotation wizard 

• If 1 source then faster to do manually. If more than 1 source than faster to export via data dump and set up spreadsheet.  

• Or delete all manure apps through wizard and then import daily log.  

• Really only manure through  

• Fert just does through fert rotation wizard – not much variation; one rate per crop.  

• DNR: Annual report just au report; rest is in quarterly reports. Statement of changes proposing. Annual reports are 7 pages. Just the annual report checklist and quarterly logs (which cafos’ fill out on 
their own) and au’s report and manure source levels and if they distributed manure to other persons. Then nm 6 reports (field data/590, compliance check, spreading and nm sorted by crop, spreading 
log, cafo nutrient mass balance, cafo annual spreading repot, . Only submits database with new plan or reissuance. Depends on who is reviewing it. Nm updates are usually a couple hundred pages of 
reports. And updated narrative. Updated soil tests. Manure test data.  

• Some are asking for more information than the checklist b/c they are saying have to submit everything that is in your permit.  

 

 

• Daily Log 

• Rotation Wizard 

• Fert & Manure Apps: Insert Planned, 

Update Actuals 

• Update Cropping Info (yields, legume 

credits, tillages….) 

• Groups (Query Fields) 

• Manure Allocator 

• Share field & app info with other 

planners/farms 

 

• Annual NM Update Reports 

• Compliance Check 

• Field Data & 590 Assessment 

• DNR CAFO Nutrient Mass Balance Report 

• DNR CAFO Annual Spreading 

• Annual Manure Production Report 

• Annual PI Report 

• Crop Trends Production Report 

• Soil Test Summary Report 



Trainings: Beyond the Basics & Plan Review 

Wausau: Feb 8th  

Jefferson: Feb 11th  

Fennimore: Feb 18th  

Green Bay: Feb 19th  

Mauston: Feb 22nd  

Fond du Lac: March 1st   

Eau Claire: March 7th  

Madison: March 10th  



Thank You! 
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